
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Shabbat Parashat  
Behar-Bechukothai 
24 Iyar 5767; May 11-12,  2007 
 
Haftorah is read from: 
Jermiah 16:19 – 17:14 
 
Friday 
Mincha   7:00 PM 
Candle Lighting  7:45 PM 

 
Shabbat  
Chevra Mishnayos Shiur        8:00 AM 
Shacharit        9:00 AM      
Sof Zman Keriat Shema:        9:17 AM (Gra”h)  
 
Devar Torah                  
with Rabbi Yehuda Halpert  After Shacharit 
 
Mussaf 
 
Hot Kiddush   
 
Special Shiur-  
with Rabbi Yehuda Halpert 6:40 PM 
Mincha   7:40 PM  
Shabbat Ends                         8:51 PM 

 
Sunday  Shacharit                  8:30 AM  
Monday – Friday                    7:00 AM  

 
Special Shabbat 
 
On Shabbat May 12th we will again have 
the privilege of hosting Rabbi Yehuda 
Halpert and his family.  

Rabbi Halpert will be speaking prior to 
Musaf and a shiur prior to Mincha including 
the topic: "Ethical Investing: How is it 
Defined and Does Halacha Require It?"   

Hot Kiddush will be served in recognition 
of Rabbi Halpert. 
If you are interested in sponsoring the 
Kiddush or Seudah Shelishit for this 
Shabbat please contact Jack Mermelstein. 

 

 
Shabbat Mevarchim  
 
The Molad for Sivan will be Thursday, 
May 17, 1:29 AM and 14 Chalokim 

Rosh Chodesh Sivan will be on Friday 
(Alef Sivan).

Condolences 
 
Our sincerest condolences to Mr. and Mrs. 
Joel Geliebter and family on the passing of 
their son, Richard Geliebter.  
Bezalel Shlomo will always be remembered 
as a Ben Torah  with the highest level of 
Midot and respect for others.  
Shiva will be observed at the Geliebter 
home, 1230 Emerson Avenue, Teaneck 
through Monday morning, May 14th.  
 
May the Geliebter family be comforted 
among the mourners of Zion and 
Yerushalayim

 

Condolences 
 
Our deepest condolences to Naomi and 
David Graber and family on the passing 
of Naomi's Father, Gabriel Pinchas on 
Friday. Mr. Pinchas'  strength and 
dedication to Yiddishkeit was seen by 
all. The funeral will take place Sunday 
May 13th at the JEC Cemetery in 
Newark at 11 AM. Shiva will be 
observed at the Graber residence 34-02 
Hillside Terrace, Fair Lawn. 
Mincha/Maariv will take place 7:45 PM 
Sunday to Thursday. May the Graber 
family be comforted among the urners 
of Zion and Yerushalayim  
(See directions on last page) 
 

 

 
 
Annual Journal Dinner 
 
Please save the date -  
June 3, 2007 for the YIFL  
 
Deadline is approaching, Please get 
your ads in and RSVP ! 
 
Honorees: 
Baalei Keria: 
Aaron Kor, Aaron Safier,  Betzalel 
Bacon, Brad Kaufman,  Dovie Fischer,  
David Gottlieb, David Schwartz,  
Ephraim  Loewy,  Evan Silver,  
Josh Herbert,  Leslie Gabor,  Covey 
Schnipper,  Phil Kestenbaum,  
Yechiel Boussi.   
 
Awardees: 
Rabbi Avidan Elkin – Hakarat Hatov 
Jerry Halpern – Talmud Torah 
Joe Smith – Manhig 
Sam Lorber, Paul Cooper – Founders 
Stu Mentzel – Minyonaire 
 

 

Torah Insights –  Harav Shlomo Riskin 
 

Shabbat Shalom: Parshat Behar – 
Behukotai 
 
Leviticus 25:1-27:34 

Efrat, Israel – What has happened 
to the leadership of Israel, the 
representatives of our own citizens 
as well as to the world community, 
who initially marched into the 
arena of history as giants of vision 
and conviction but have now 
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degenerated into discredited, 
squabbling and scandal-ridden 
pygmies, shamelessly holding onto 
positions which their very 
presence empties of stature and 
significance?  Where have we gone 
wrong, and how can we correct 
ourselves? 
 
I believe the answer lies in a 
proper understanding of our 
portion of Behar, but requires an 
introduction from the very earliest 
verses of the Bible.  Our Book of 
Books is universal in its scope, 
vision and ethos, opening as it 
does with the majestic words, “In 
the beginning G-d created the 
heavens and the earth.”  The 
Biblical reach goes far beyond 
Israel and Jew; our G-d is G-d of 
the universe, and He has created 
the human being – not only Jew – 
in His own Divine image.  
 
Alas, neither Adam nor Noah was 
ready to accept the Divine morality 
of the freedom and the inviolability 
of the human being, or to subject 
themselves to the personal 
discipline and delayed gratification 
necessary for the structuring of a 
truly moral world.  The delicious 
fruit and tantalizing wine of the 
moment were too tempting for 
each of them… 
 
The Bible continues, and from the 
three sons of Noah, Shem, Ham 
and Yafet, are derived the seventy 
nations of the world (Gen.10.11).  
They build “a city and a tower 
whose top extends to the heavens 
in order to make for themselves a 
(grandiose) name;” G-d confounds 
their materialistic and selfish goals 
by making “babble” of their speech 
so that they do not understand – 
and so cannot communicate with - 
each other, and scatters them all 
over the face of the entire earth 
(Gen. 11: esp. 4-8). 
 
And then G-d elects Abram, 
establishing a covenant with this 
first Jew, whereby He guarantees 
him progeny (which will never be 

destroyed) and the land of Israel 
(to which Israel will ultimately 
return); G-d makes Abram into an 
eternal nation (Gen 15). 
 
However, G-d has not chosen 
Abram to the exclusion of the 
world.  Much the opposite, G-d 
changes Abram’s name to 
Abraham, from “exalted father” 
(Av ram) to “father of a multitude 
of nations” (Avir hamon goyim) 
(Gen: 17:4,5).  And even before 
the name change, G-d charges 
Abraham with the divine mission 
that “through you shall be blessed 
all the families of the earth.” (Gen 
12:3), since Abraham must found 
a “holy nation and kingdom of 
priest-teachers” who will lead the 
world to morality, peace and 
redemption.  Israel must become 
G-d’s entranceway into the world. 
 
Hence, it should not come as a 
surprise to find that the Bible 
views Israel as a mirror of - and 
eventually a model for – the entire 
world; Israel is the heart, 
conscience and reflection of the 
world, as well as the means for the 
repair (tikkun) of the world.  And 
so if the three sons of Noah 
fathered the seventy nations of 
the world, it makes sense that the 
three patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob – father the seventy 
souls who came down to Egypt 
and formed the Jewish nation 
(Exodus 1:5).  Jacob’s dream 
ladder is rooted in earth with its 
“top extending to the heavens” 
(Gen 28:12), and the midrash on 
virtually all of the verses of this 
dream sequence identify the place 
of dream as Mt. Morah, Jerusalem 
and the ladder as being the Holy 
Temple (see Rashi esp on 28:2 
and 17), paralleling the ladder and 
the temple with the tower-ziggurat 
of Babel.  Indeed, when the Jews 
are not worthy, they too will be 
exiled and scattered to all four 
corners of the world, just as G-d 
scattered the babbling nations all 
over the face of the earth.  But 
eventually the City of Jerusalem 

and the Holy Temple-tower in its 
midst will serve as a tikkun 
(repair) for the Tower of Babel, 
when its Torah of peace will 
spread to the west, the east, the 
north and the south, when all 
nations rush to it and become 
united for commitment not for self 
aggrandizement, but rather for 
commitment to the service of G-d: 
“Then shall I transform for the 
nations one clear speech for all of 
them to call on the name of the 
Lord, to serve Him shoulder to 
shoulder” (Zefaniah 3:9) 
 
Nowhere is our function as model 
for world more clearly expressed 
than in our Biblical portion of 
Behar, where the land of Israel is 
set up to be worked for six years, 
granted a Sabbatical (both the 
land and its owners) on the 
seventh and when all debts are 
likewise to be rescinded.  After the 
seventh Sabbatical, the fiftieth 
year becomes the Jubilee: “And 
you shall sanctify the fiftieth year, 
and declare freedom for the land 
and all of its inhabitants; it is a 
Jubilee for you, when every person 
shall return to his/her homestead, 
to his/her family and family 
estate…”  The Jubilee reflects our 
national dream – and mission – for 
world redemption; “the land” in 
the verse just cited may well refer 
to the entire land which G-d 
created together with the heavens, 
and on which all of humanity must 
be free and secure. 
 
The founding fathers of Israel – 
like David Ben Gurion – may not 
have been observant Jews, they 
may not even have consciously 
believed in G-d, but they did 
believe in the necessity of the 
Jewish homeland, and they shared 
in the Biblical vision of our mission 
to the world.  They understood the 
necessity of the land of Israel for 
the future of the Jewish people 
and of the necessity of Israel’s Ten 
Commandments for the future of 
the world.  They were idealists, 
who were profoundly committed to 

 



 
  

an ideal greater than they were, 
and were selfless in their pursuit of 
this ideal.  Hence, even though the 
Agranat Commission did not find 
her responsible for the failures at 
the beginning of the Yom Kippur 
War, Golda Meir resigned none-the 
less, deeply disappointed in herself 
because she believed she had 
disappointed her nation.  And to 
the best of my knowledge, our 
early heads of state all died with 
very small personal estates.  Their 
idealism inspired them to give to, 
not to take from, the government 
and the higher ideal they served. 
 
Tragically, the present leadership 
never appeared to have seen 
Knesset Yisrael – historic Israel – 
as greater than they were, and 
never articulated a mission – to 
themselves or their nation-which 
was worthy of selfless sacrifice and 
commitment.  They were often 
confused as to Israel’s right to be 
in the Middle East and sometimes 
seemed to echo Yossi Beilin’s 
position that his grandfather 
should have voted for Uganda in 
Herzl’s World Zionist Congress.  
Unless we, the people of Israel, 
feel strongly enough about our 
right to be where we are and 
about our mission to inspire a 
world committed to freedom, 
peace and security for all.  And 
unless we choose leaders who 
share these goals and ideals, then 
we just may not be the generation 
worthy of realizing the dream of 
the beginning of the sprouting of 
our redemption.  Hopefully, we are 
now cleansing ourselves. 

 
 
By Shlomo Riskin  
Shabbat Shalom  
Shlomo Riskin 
Chancellor Ohr Torah Stone 
Chief Rabbi - Efrat Israel  

 
 

 

Directions to JEC Cemetery: 

Take US-46 WEST to route 21 south  

Continue on RT-21 SOUTH 
go 14.1 mi19.3 mi  

Take LEFT ramp onto US-1 & 9 SOUTH 
toward NEWARK AIRPORT/ELIZABETH  
 
Go 1.6 mi till after Budweiser refinery on 
right. 

Take ramp onto MCCLELLAN ST  
go 0.3 mi 

Turn LEFT on FLORAL AVE go < 0.1 mi  

Arrive at [2-98] FLORAL AVE, NEWARK   

  

CEMETERY IS ON FLORAL AVENUE, 
THE BURIAL WILL BE AT JEC 
CEMETERY AT 11AM. 

ALTERNATIVE DIRECTIONS WOULD 
BE NJ TURNPIKE EXIT FOR NEWARK 
AIRPORT.TAKE ROUTE 1-9 SOUTH TO 
McClellan St. as above. 

 

 

 


