This Shabbat:

Parashat Terumah

6 Adar, 5767, Feb 23, 24 - 2007
The Haftorah is read from Kings | 5:26-
6:13

Friday

Candle Lighting 5:22 PM
Mincha 5:25 PM
Shabbat

Chevra Mishnayos Shiur 8:00 AM
Shacharit 9:00 AM

Sof Zman Keriat Shema: 9:24 AM (Grah)

Mincha 5:15 PM
Shabbat Ends 6:23 PM
Sunday Shacharit 8:00 AM

Monday-Friday Shacharit 7:00 AM

Thursday March 1, 11 Adar
Ta’anit Esthter
Pablic Fast Day

Next Shabbat:
Shabbat Parashat Tetzavve

Parashat Zakhor

13 Adar, 5767, March 2, 3 - 2007
The Haftorah for Parshas Zachor is from
Samuel | 15:2-34

Friday

Candle Lighting 5: 30 PM
Mincha 5. 35PM
Shabbat

Chevra Mishnayos Shiur 8:00 AM
Shacharit 9:00 AM

Sof Zman Keriat Shema: 9: 18 AM (Gra’h)

Mincha 5: 25 PM
Shabbat Ends 6: 31PM
Sunday Shacharit 8:00 AM

Monday-Friday Shacharit 7:00 AM

THE CHEVRA

Young Israel of Fair Lawn
The Morris J. Kraut z’l Torah Center

Joe Smith - President

Mazel Tov to Ruchama and Jerry
Halpern on the engagement of their
son Yair to Miriam of Austalia. May
they have 1'Y"H much Nachas from
Yair and Miriam for many years to
come. May we celebrate many
Smachot together in the future.

Seuda Shelishit

This week's Seuda Shelishit is being
sponsored by Ruchama and Jerry
Halpern in loving memory of Jerry's
Father, Yehoshua Yonah ben
Avraham. May his Neshama be
elevated and may his memory be
blessed.

Condolences

Our sincere condolences to Sid
Goldschmidt on the passing of his
Father Hechaver Efrayim ben Moshe
Yehudah. Condolences to the entire
extended Goldschmidt family. May
they know no more sorrow and be
comforted among the mourners of Zion
and Yerushalayim.

On the occasion of Igor Saxon's first
Yabhrzeit, please join the Fair Lawn
community for a Siyum on Monday
February 26th at Congregation Shomrei
Torah (for men and women) at 7:45
PM. There will be a collation following
the Siyum.

Mishloach Manot

Reminder: Deadline for Mishloach
Manot was 2/23. We will take last
minute orders thru 2/25.

Please call Tamar Smith at
201-797-1121 to be included.

Daily Minyan

Our daily Minyan is at 7:00 AM.

Please help us with the Minyan. Any
day(s) you could come to help would be
greatly appreciated.

Torah Insights — Harav Shlomo Riskin

Shabbat Shalom: Parshat Trumah
Exodus 25:1-27:19

By Shlomo Riskin

Efrat, Israel — This week’s Biblical
portion describes in great detail
the construction of the first Jewish
Sanctuary (Mikdash or Mishkan) —
forerunner of our Holy Temples as
well as of our Synagogues, known
as “Sanctuaries in Miniature.” |
believe that a proper analysis of
the Biblical description of the
construction will teach us volumes
about the Biblical view of the
sacred: what it really is, and how
it is to be achieved.

Rav Elhanan Samet, in his
masterful studies of the Biblical
Portions, provides a verse-by-



verse outline of the construction of
the Sanctuary which (with only
minor variations) | would like to
utilize as the basis of our
discussion.

Introduction: Ex.25:1-9

The necessity of community fund-
raisingfor the achievement of
thegoal of the Sanctuary -a Home
for the Divine Presenceon earth:
the materials which must be
donated, for the precise of
implementation “following the
(architectural) plan that 1 (G-d)
am showing you” (25:9)

PART I - Internal
Vessels

(30 verses) EX

25:10-40 (30 verses) EX 26: 1-
30

ARK (EX 25:10- | TAPESTRIES

22) (curtains) (EX: 26: 1-
14

TABLE (ibid 23 - | WOODEN BEAMS

30 (ibid 15-29)

MENORAH (ibid

31-39)

“All in accordance
with the laws (of
design) you were
shown on the
mountain” (ibid 30)

“All in the proper
manner which you
have seen on the

mountain” (25:40)

TWO MOST ESSENTIAL FEATURES
Ex 26:31 — 27:8 (15 verses)

1. PARTITIONS FOR THE ARK
Holy of Holies (EX 26:31 — 37)
2. ALTAR FOR SACRIFICE (EX
27:1-8)

“You must make it as you were
shown on the mountain” (ibid 8)

What becomes stunningly clear
from the Scriptural diagram herein
provided is that the Biblical design
for the Sanctuary construction is
very precisely ordered and
detailed, with every conceptual
decision concluding with a
reference to the Divine nature of
the architectural plans. The
introductory verses stress the

most positive aspect of fund-
raising: it enables the entire
nation — at least, whoever brings a
donation — to feel part and parcel
of the most important structure in
Israel. “They — the nation, not
merely the leadership or the
priestly class — shall build for Me a
Sanctuary so that | may dwell in
the midst of (all) of them.”

What follows is a detailed
description of the major vessels —
the Sacred Ark, the ShowTable,
the Menorah (candelabrum); in an
almost equal number of verses
(31-30) comes the exterior
structure of tapestries and wooden
beams which will house these holy
appurtenances. Anyone who has
been involved in the construction
of Synagogues and Jewish
institutional buildings understands
that while the internal activities
are the essence of the enterprise,
without a building to put them in,
the desired result could never be
accomplished.

But | believe the most important
contribution of this nature of
Biblical Scriptural analysis is that it
places at obvious center stage the
major focus and the two most
important objects of the
Sanctuary: the partitions for the
ark, separating it (and of course
the tablets of the Covenant) from
the rest of the Sanctuary as the
Holy of Holies, and the altar, upon
which the sacrifices were to be
offered. These are the concluding
“pieces de resistance” of the
Sanctuary, these are the apex and
zenith of the construction, and
these are the “last for which the
feast was made.”

Indeed, there is a difference of
opinion between Nachmanides and
Maimonides (Ramban and
Rambam) as to whether the
Sacred Ark or the Altar was the
most important aspect of the
Sanctuary — but everyone would
agree that these two were the
most central. If the common folk

LN

3 O~

and conventional wisdom would
have it that the Sanctuary housed
the Divine, what object could
“stand —in” for G-d in a better
fashion than the Holy Ark and the
Tablets of Testimony?. G-d dare
not be represented by the sun, or
moon, or by any other material
symbol. G-d can only be conceived
— and communicated with — on the
basis of His own words, the
teachings which He taught the
nation at their very incipient stage
of development. The Sanctuary —
and ever sacred structure of
Judaism — must have as its
centerpiece the teaching of Torah,
the communication of G-d’s words,
the Divine message of love, ethics,
morality and peace.

Maimonides opens his “Laws of the
Chosen Temple” with the words:
“The place of the altar was the
most specified and pre-ordained,
and must never be changed....
There is an oral tradition accepted
by all that the exact spot where
Kings David and Solomon erected
the altar was the same spot where
Abraham built an altar upon which
he bound Isaac. And this is the
location where Noah built an altar
when he left the ark, which was
where Cain and Abel brought their
sacrifice. From this very location,
Adam was created...” (Laws of the
Chosen Temple 2:1,2). If the
purpose of the Sanctuary, the
essential goal of Torah and G-d’s
covenant, is the perfection of the
world (tikkun olam), such a lofty
goal cannot be achieved without
personal sacrifice, daily acts of
commitment even to the point of
sacrificing one’s life. One of the
most distinguishing features
differentiating humans from
animals is our ability to sacrifice.
Hence the second focus of the
Sanctuary, alongside of the Words
of G-d, is the altar of sacrifice.

Shabbat Shalom

Shlomo Riskin

Chancellor Ohr Torah Stone
Chief Rabbi - Efrat Israel
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